Love Godl.
Serve Others. Grow Disciples.

You Matter! + You Belong!
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Rev. Joseph Alenchery, Pastor Phone: 631-585-8760;
Deacon Michael Montelione Fax: 1-866-214-3365
Rectory Office: Summer Hours M - Th 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. Faith Formation: 631-588-6408



Page Two

October 22, 2023

Mdss Intentions -

Sunday, October 22
9:30 a.m. — Dominick Bonavise (Family)
Camilo Cuarteros (Harry & Luz Gaviola)
11:30 am.— People of the Parish
Monday, October 23
9:00 a.m. — Augustine Alenchery (Calestini Family)
Mary laia (Danny & Terry)
Tuesday, October 24
9:00 a.m. — John Sokolowski Jr. (Jeanne & Jerry Flynn)
Joseph Rosta (Josephine Scala)

Wednesday, October 25
9:00 a.m.— Kaylee Rivers (Family)
John Sokolowski Jr. (Annette Wolz)

Thursday, October 26
9:00 a.m.. — John O’Neil (Rosary Altar Society)

We celebrate EUCHARIST
Saturdays: 5:30 PM

Sundays: 9:30, 11:30 AM
Weekdays: Mon—Thurs 9:00 AM

We celebrate PENANCE
Saturdays: 4:00 — 5:00 PM and by appointment.

Faith Formation Office Hours

Regular Office Hours: Monday and Tuesday 9:00
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and 4 p.m. to 7:30 pm; Wednesday
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS
Monday lo Friday

9:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Sacraments

For more information on Baptism, Marriage and
Anointing of the Sick, please visit our parish
website www.abvmcentereach.com or call the
office at 631-585-8760 during regular office
hours.

Michael Rossi (Larry & Ginny)

Saturday, October 28
5:30 p.m.— Peter & Marjorie Gochan (Family)

Nicholas Peragine (Petroccione Family)

Sunday, October 29
9:30 a.m.— Susan DeLuca (Tudisco Family)
Michelle Bergenfeld (McGuiness Family)
11:30 a.m.— People of the Parish

So whoever is in Christ is a new creation:
the old things have passed away;
behold, new things have come. 2corinthians 5:17

STEWARDSHIP
GIVING fo our parish as an act of worship

Parish Sacrificial Giving Summary
Last Week’s Collection: $10,491
(includes Faith Direct)

Last Year’s Collection: $10,632

Thank You!

Catholic Daughters of the

Americas (Court St. Gerard)

First Thursday of the month: Sept - June at 7:30 PM
in the Parish Library. Contact Alexandria McMahon
at 631-585-3938.

Catholic War Veterans

Second Saturday of the month: Sept - June at 10 AM
in the Parish Library. Contact Vincent Zecca,
papazecca@aol.com, or phone 631 588 3423.

Holy Name Society

Usually the second Monday of the month: Sept -
May at 7:30 PM in the parish center. Contact Sal
Stingo at rtbhuntington@yahoo.com or Anita Wolf at
hwolf96@aol.com.

Rosary Altar Society

A service-based women’s organization that cares for
the Church and promotes the spiritual life of its
members. Meetings are held on every first Tuesday
of the month from September thru June.

Kathryn Noonan

<3
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Good News Reflection
The image engraved on our hearts

In this Sunday's Gospel reading, when Jesus asks the Pharisees to tell him whose image was engraved on the
coin owed for the census tax, he uses it to teach a lesson about the image that should be engraved upon our
hearts. Our hearts should belong to God and to God alone.

The Romans believed that their emperors were divine. Therefore, to possess Roman coins meant carrying
around the graven image of a human god. The Pharisees knew this when they challenged Jesus.

Paying the census tax to Caesar
symbolized more than just sub-
mission to a foreign govern-
ment. It had religious connota-
tions. If Jesus was a true proph-
et, he should speak up against I th LORD
Jews possessing pagan coins. If am e

he was a true messiah, he should
deliver them from the oppres-

sion and taxesof the foroign  CS-_ ¢ Vs | there isno _

We don't know how they hap- /\
pened to have the Roman coin th
that they showed to Jesus. If - b~

they pulled it out of their own
purses, which is likely, it re- P
vealed their hypocrisy. Howev- th \ G d
er, Jesus wasn't just interested in ere !’s o / o

exposing their hypocrisy; he

-~
wanted to make a point about 4

the True Messiah. be es me.
If we belong to God, Jesus is
engraved upon our hearts. We
have been rescued from the de-
struction of sin by the Messiah.
We have let him deliver us from

the oppression of evil that was
caused by our sins.

Isaiah 45:5

Whose image do others see when they look at your life? When people see you, do they see Jesus engraved up-
on you? To the extent that they do, that's the extent to which you belong to the kingdom of God!

Questions for Personal Reflection:
How do you know that others see Jesus in your life? What's the evidence? What have they told you about
yourself that is also a description of Christ?

Questions for Community Faith Sharing:
What are some of the ways in which Jesus has come into your life and changed you from within? How has that
changed the way you live? How does this evangelize others?

© 2023 Terry Modica, Catholic Digital Resources. Printed by permission.
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The power of Commitment
and the Steps
we invite to take as a church.

In the passage from Matthew, the Pharisees try to get Jesus in trouble by asking him about paying taxes to
Caesar. Jesus responds deftly so that he avoids the trap and also makes a point about giving our hearts to God.
We remind ourselves that we belong to God through prayer and worship. In this message we will look at the
importance of carving out time to pray and worship God so that we are reminded that we belong to him.

We belong to God. Prayer and worshipping God remind us of this truth. Commit to regular prayer.

At Assumption, we preach in message series. Over several weeks, we will look at a topic and go deeper into
it. We select a topic based on the weekend's scripture readings and dive deeper. These are the three questions
we ask as we prepare each message series. What do we want the people to feel? What do we want the people
to know? What do we want the people to do? This way, the message you hear in the church is not some head
knowledge or something that flies over your head but touches the hearts and has practical applications for our
daily lives. That's why I always mention "homework" in my messages. God speaks to us at every moment,
especially in a community setting, when His people come together on Sundays and listen to the Word of God
as we celebrate, pray, praise, and thank God. Then the discussion continues in the Small Groups and goes
deeper. Our message series usually runs from September to July. Our mission continues to Love God, Serve
Others, and Grow Disciples.

Our parish subscribes to a revolutionary online platform which provides
the best in Catholic audio talks, movies, ebooks, and video-based studies
4 from trusted providers. This allows you, firee of charge, to access online
1| resources in bible study, apologetics, Christian entertainment, family
F G R M E - catechesis, etc. at your convenience. It’s available 24/7 thus allowing
THE caTHOLIC FALS " you to put time aside when it’s best for you. To access please visit
' abvmcentereach.formed.org. Our parish code is PSDGQS8

Please prayerfully consider supporting our parish with electronic do- P PayPal
i nations through Faith Direct. Signing up is easy! Visit faithdi- Ao et
NN DR RON N rect.net/NY563 or download the Faith Direct app and search for

oaa s the parish with the parish code (NY563). Thank you for your con- :
tinued support of our parish family! Soain pay..co.
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Parish Social Ministry

The Outreach Food Pantry is available for individuals and families that are struggling
to stretch their food budget. If you or someone you know can use our services, please
call us at 631 585-8760 x2 or by email to outreach@abvmcentereach.com. The Out-
reach Office is open on Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday from 10AM to 1PM. PAN-
TRY NEEDS: Kleenex, Toothbrushes, Laundry Detergent, Household
Cleaner, Liquid Hand Soap, Conditioner, Jell-O Mix, Pudding Mix, Fruit
Juice, Box Milk, Coffee, Hot Chocolate, Muffin Mix, Ketchup, Instant Po-
tatoes, Pancake Mix, Syrup, Canned Chicken, Canned Tomatoes, Canned

Peas, Jelly, Canned Dog Food.

Parish Social Ministry (Food Pantry) Needs for Thanksgiving

Gift Cards: With the Holidays just around the corner, we’re getting ready to prepare Thanksgiving baskets for

GIVING THANKS GIVING BACK

Chanksgiv!!

our clients. In addition to the food items
listed below, please consider donating
gift cards to local supermarkets. These
are very helpful in providing those in
need with a great Thanksgiving dinner,
allowing them the dignity to choose their
favorite holiday foods. Please drop off
gift cards at the Parish Office or in the
collection basket.

Pantry Needs: Boxed Milk, Cranberry Sauce, Canned Yams, Canned Vegetables, Stuffing Mix, Instant Pota-
toes and any other non-perishable food items. Please place these donations in our bin in the Church.

Renew and Refresh your relationship With a weekend away to focus on your
spouse. Are you ready for more growth and happiness in your marriage?

World Wide Marriage Encounter Weekend. Every relationship is a journey

@ Uncover the secrets to a lasting, supportive, transformational marriage on a

The grind of everyday life can cause you to lose touch with your spouse. This

experience will help you listen, share and connect more deeply.

Our next weekend experience will be on November 10-12 Held at the Seminary of the Immaculate

Conception Huntington, Long Island

Register at WWME.org or contact: Kevin & Regina Hickson (516) 554-3835

ASSllmptiOIl Pr. ayer Team is praying for you.

We pray for every request in the prayer Petition Books, from Adoremus and those given

to us in person.

What are your prayer needs? Prayer Petition Books are in the back of the church.

Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy PRAYER TEAM

and find grace to help in time of need. Hebrews 4.:16

N

inspiring secure giving *

tinued support of our parish family!

Please prayerfully consider supporting our parish with electronic do- B PayPal
nations through Faith Direct. Signing up is easy! Visit faithdi- oo el
FAITH DIiRE (@I rect.net/NY563 or download the Faith Direct app and search for i
the parish with the parish code (NY563). Thank you for your con- i IR

[= AR
Scan. Pay. Go.
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Children’s Ministry for ages

FOUR to SECOND Grade on
Sundays during 9:30 AM Mass

At the beginning of the Mass, children will be dismissed with catechists and assistants downstairs to the
church basement to reflect and share the scriptures read at the Mass. A presentation is given, and then the chil-
dren share in their small groups. This is an excellent opportunity for our youngest to engage during the Mass at
their own level. We are ready to hear and be part of the stories of our parish's youngest disciples and invite
them to the most incredible adventure of their lives, reminding them weekly, year after year, that our Father is

madly after their hearts. If God puts in your heart to help at the Sprouts, please leave your name and phone
number at the Welcome Desk or contact the Office.

Catholic Daughters of the Americas

Court St Gerard #1920 Tickets are 1 for $10.00 Or 3 for $20.00.
Sen 1 Won 1 Tue Wed Tha 7 sai] Each ticket gives you multiple times to win
" Fall Fundraiser OT 02 03 oa | within the month. Proceeds will be used for
November 2023 50 50 50 charitable purposes. Winner will receive
05 06 07 08 09 10 o Elﬁ:;rl money by check mailed directly to
50 50 50 50 100 '
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 | For tickets please contact: Rose Picariello
50 50 50 50 50 631-676-2855 or Jennifer Orlic
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
50 50 50 100 50
26 27 28 29 30
50 50 50 50

Small Group is where our large church gets small. Groups are 6-
10 people who meet to discuss faith, go deeper in the weekly mes-
sage, and support one another in their relationship with Christ. This
is the place to care for others and be cared for; Assumption small
groups are open to accept more people anytime during the year to
help your faith journey. If you like to join a small group, stop by at
the Welcome Desk in the church lobby on Sunday or email
rptak@abvmcentereach.com to sign up.

(

(\_ Z @Wt{/@i&[cﬁ&/af/ -

& 11:30 AM
in the Parish Center Hall Conmunity Masses
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Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday, Oct 22, 2023
Hearts on fire, feet on the move
Goal-setting is a normal part of life. We set a particular horizon in
our education and profession, in domestic budgeting and in
relationships. Pope Francis reminds us on this World Mission
Sunday that sharing the Good News is the horizon for all church
activity. Our aim isn't just to save our souls but to share in the
rescue of the world God so loves. “Everyone has the right to
receive the gospel. Christians have the duty to announce it
without excluding anyone ... as one who shares a joy, signals a
beautiful horizon, offers a desirable banquet” (Evangelii Gaudium,
14). Embrace the mission!

TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 45:1, 4-6; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b;

Matthew 22:15-21 (145). “l am the LORD, there is no other.”

Monday, Oct 23, 2023
Break new ground
When most people think of the Catholic Worker Movement,
started by Dorothy Day and Peter Maurin in 1933, its “Houses of
Hospitality” that help the urban poor often come to mind. But the
movement also started farms that follow a similar model of
communal living in voluntary poverty—and they are experiencing
a resurgence throughout the country (see if there's one near you).
Many Catholics, in parishes and lay or religious communities,
make tilling the earth on farms or in community gardens a spiritual
practice and are leading the way in sustainable living. Pitch in and
help them bring forth bounty!
MEMORIAL OF JOHN OF CAPISTRANO, PRIEST
TODAY'S READINGS: Romans 4:20-25; Luke 12:13-21 (473). “Take
care to guard against all greed, for though one may be rich, one's
life does not consist of possessions.”

Tuesday, Oct 24, 2023
Live your vocation inspired by Mary
When Saint Anthony Mary Claret was appointed archbishop to
Cuba in 1849, he initiated practical changes to help the working
poor: He taught effective farming methods so families could feed
themselves while making a living, began credit unions, and set up
vocational training for disadvantaged youth. All of this angered
wealthy land owners, who expected cheap labor to help them
plunder the land for sugar as a lucrative cash crop. Remember
Anthony during October’s observance of Free Trade Month,
supporting supply chains that honor workers instead of corruption
and greed. But also remember Anthony this month as we honor
Mary. His prayer: “O Heart of Mary, furnace and instrument of
love, enkindle me with love of God and my neighbor.”
MEMORIAL OF ANTHONY MARY CLARET, BISHOP
TODAY'S READINGS: Romans 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21; Luke 12:35-
38 (474). “Be like servants who await their master's return from a
wedding, ready to open immediately when he comes and knocks.”

Wednesday, Oct 25, 2023

Stay a while

Chapter 1 of the Book of Ruth recaps the tragic decade that
Naomi endured: A famine chased her from her home; her husband
died; her sons died. She was alone—or so it seemed, until her
daughter-in-law Ruth promises to stay with her. Little by little, with

Ruth at her side, Naomi can dig out of what must have felt like a

living hell. Who has been like Ruth for you? When have you been

like Ruth for someone? This week, as we celebrate Pastoral

Care Week, we give thanks for the people who provide spiritual

care to those struggling with grief, trauma, and other difficult

situations. Learn more at the Pastoral Care Week website.
TODAY'S READINGS: Romans 6:12-18; Luke 12:39-48 (475). “Much
will be required of the person entrusted with much.”

Thursday, Oct 26, 2023
All creation divinely sings
We're entering the cold season in the North, and nature’s show
has become more subtle. But the natural world is an ongoing
expression of God that anyone can embrace simply by paying
close attention. The work of poet Mary Oliver celebrates this. She
writes: “Why do people keep asking to see God’s identity papers
when the darkness opening into morning is more than enough?”
Look around. Listen. How is God showing up in your natural
surroundings right now?
TODAY'S READINGS: Romans 6:19-23; Luke 12:49-53 (476). ‘Jesus
said to his disciples: 'l have come to set the earth on fire, and how
| wish it were already blazing!"™"

Friday, Oct 27, 2023
Breathe in the blessing
Being human is a gift, but sometimes it can feel like a curse. As
humans, we are imago dei, made in the image and likeness of
God. This includes having free will, which oddly enough, we can
use to hide or deny our imago dei. When we struggle, we might
pause and pray with Saint Augustine: “Breathe in me, O Holy
Spirit, that my thoughts may all be holy. Act in me, O Holy Spirit,
that my work, too, may be holy. Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit, that
| love but what is holy.”
TODAY'S READINGS: Romans 7:18-25a; Luke 12:54-59 (477). “For |
do not do the good | want, but | do the evil | do not want.”

Saturday, Oct 28, 2023
Help is at hand
The gospels do not elaborate on the life of Saint Jude, but he
must have had a reputation for a sunny disposition to later come
to be known as the saint of hopeless causes and desperate
situations. Which, in a sense, makes him the saint of us all. The
human condition, prone to illness, aging, and death, would be
fairly desperate if it were not for redemption. Saint Jude is worthy
of a daily "thank you" for being there when the chips are down.
FEAST OF SIMON AND JUDE, APOSTLES
TODAY'S READINGS: Ephesians 2:19-22; Luke 6:12-16 (666). “He
called his disciples to himself, and from them he chose Twelve.”

Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and grow—a day at a time
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